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Secret U.S. Hole in 
Central America 


Dead soldiers 9 families tell of unit 


Detroit /-Ret Pros 

) It I Si 


By FftAMt 0WVE and ELLEN WARREN 

■ ptm nw mm*** n«n 

WASHINGTON — Members of * secret U.S. Amy 
helicopter wit, wearing civilian clothes and flying at night, 
have ventured repeatedly into boatila territory in Central 
America to aW pro-Amertcao forces, according to ralativaa 
of unit member*. 

If do wned or oapturad, tba relative* Mid, the aotdiare 
war* tald to aspect no U J. lovernmant acknowledgment or 
laterveattoa; aobilari were Instructed to blow up their 
CH47 CHooek and UH60 Black Hawk helicopter* with 
expioelre chart**. 

Then, mini Mb* moony made available by their 
reparian and privately bou|ht weapon* of their choke, the 
aoWare ware expected to buy or fight their way free, 
reJattua* mid. Many were required to carry a mat* credit 
card withalM of eradltof at meet 11,000, la pertta pay air- 
fare heme. 


muff! lithe lOOthTaakForeo of the lOlat Airborne 
Division (tattooed at Ft Campbell, Ky. The Free Free* 

Waibinfton Bureau waa told of the unit and it* missions by 
vridouM, parent* and friend* of It teak force membere 
billed, reportedly la accident*. Relative* aiao discussed a 
1 7th member they said was killed by *roali>arm* fir* In the 
UJ..|ed Invarien of Grenade In October 1983. 

"We Juat don't talk about that unit** mid Michael Burch, 
a**l*tant secretary of defence for public affaire, when asked 
about report* that the 160th Ta*k Force had been Involved in 
Central A merican mlaaion*. However, he said, “To my 


knowledge the unit has never deployed to Central Amcri* 
ca." . 

A CXNT1AL AMERICAN window in support of the 
Salvadoran government's war with leftist guerillas would 
violate the War Powers Act Mlmtoas la support of rebels 
attempting to overthrow Nicaragua’s Sendinlita regime 
would violate the ooagresrio aa l baa oa ths use of Defense 
Department appropriations to train, arm or otherwisa 
support those rebel forest. 

that prohibition, called the Boland amendment was 
adopted in December 1962 and wsi aimed at ending the 

See TASK PORCI, Page 16 A 
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TASK tOtCl, from Page 1A 

Reagen administration's so-called mcrtt war against th< 
SiMWilii. 

" "Wears complying with the law," Pr es i de n t R eagan s a id 
of tfM amendment during a rows conference on April H, 
1963. "Anything that we art doing In that aran to tin ply 
trying to latardlct Urn supply lines which art a np pl ytng tha 
gueriUu la Gl Salvador. 


tm 169TM Tack Porta action in Central America, u 
deacribtd to tha Pm Praia Waahlngton Burton, allegedly 
took place during 1912 and 1993, whan a number of U.S. 
military and training maneuver* ware held in the area. It 
waa not poaalble to determine any of the unit’s assignment! 
during 19M. 

, The 400* to tOfrmember unit'* 17 aircraft fatalities in 
1 913 — nearly half of the 35 aircraft deaths reported by the 
entire Army for that year — do not appear linked to 
c l andestine mtodona In Central America. 

But the father of Warrant Officer Donald Alvey. WllUam 
Alvey of Morganfleid, Ky., said, “Don told me that If he ever 
railed to return from one of those missions, the Army 
already had a story to make un for Me and hie crew's 
dieapmmrenoe, and nobody would ever know the differ* • 
ence. 


ACCORDING TO the Army, Donnld Alvey, 28, was 
killed on March 20, 1913, when a Chinook helicopter he was 
piloting craahad 23 mites offshore of Norfolk, Va. 

-..The elder Alvey’s recollection Bbes with that of Linda 
Jennings, 30, of Key Weet, Pie. She is the widow of Warrant 
Officer Alien Jennings, 30, r e ported by the Army to have 
died on Aug. 30TlN3, In e Stock Hawk crash at Ft. 
CunpML 

. .."Everybody (in the unit) knew that If they were lost, 
nobody would know," Jennings said, "may knew that If 
they got grounded or caught, they were on their own." 

A second woman widowed, reportedly In the Ft. Camp- 
bell crash, Brenda Jordan, said her husband, David, e 
jpprant officer pilot, told her the some story days before hie 


’Jordan, 32, of Tampa, Fla., said her husband told her, "If I 
ever die In an accident and they tell you I was a spy, or if I 
crush somewhere that I’m not supposed to be, don’t ever 
believe that I wu spying or wasn't working for the Army." 


JUDY SCHARPMAN, 24, of West Point, Iowa, heard a 
similar story from har cousin, Specialist 4C Richard 
Thompson, 26, a Black Hawk crewman. Tha Army said 
Thompson wu killed Oct. 4. 1923, In n crash four miles 
offshore of Colon, Panama. Scharpman said Thompaon told 
her two weeks before his death that whatevar happened to 
him, "the Army could pull whatever they wasted to make It 
look other ways." 

Alvey, Jennings and Scharpman havs nevsr met or 
discussed the accidents In which thslr relatives ws re 
Involvtd. Jennings and Jordan mat after they were wid- 
owed. 

The Free Press Washington Bureau got In contact with 
survivors of the 17 160th risk Fores airmen who died in 
1963. Most said they knew little about the unit’s secret 
missions. Relatives of two airmen disputed accounts of 
Central American missions given by other relatives and 
friends. Currant task fores members would say almost 
nothing. Fines. Imprisonment. and ioaa of rank can reault 
from breaches of security by military personnel. 


■ - *THAT*i W the top-secret category, so I’m not going to 
tolk about that," said out Army airmau who wu asked 
about reports of task fores Central American mtostoos. 
""Another, just out of the unit, coM, "I don’t want to go to 
jWt" 

:;pn|y one person, Alvey, aoM a relative in the unit had 
discussed taek force Milestone into Nicaragua. But several 
other relatives and friends of unit m em ber s said they had 
'bean told of ventures Into un!deatifled H eaemy” territory in 
Central America. 

V. Asked whether U-9. Sp e ci a l Operations units had assist • 
ed , Nicaragua's rebate, Noel Koch, principal deputy assistant 
sacretefrof defeuu for Inter n ettona f security affairs, said 
"No, not to my knowledge " But Koch, the administration's 
appotatao to . charge of Special Operations tom, sold, "It 
would not be unusual for things to be done that I would not 
know About* vv 

Rep. Earl Hutto, D-PIs., chairman of a Houea Armed 
Sendees Committee panel os apedal operations forces, mid 
be wu unaware "of apypartictootion by American forces in 
direct actioo *#f**ft tW tuttf**." H# idtidwlidiid tha t 
N» panel had —t Investi gat e d speato l cpe rat le ni mtSoas In 
Central Anmrica. 

CONOftXSflONAL aourcu f a m il i a r with ctondestine 
military operations aaM toe 160th Tiak Force wu created 
from h eMcoptor companies at Ft Campbell In 1980 la 
reepoons to the taking of U.S. rmb ne s y boetegu in Tehran. 
After the UJ. effort to free them wu aborted because of 
Marine helicopter failures, the Army unit expended dramat- 
ically. v 

The Teak Force hu an unusual chain of command, 
according to congressional sources familiar with its opera- 
tions. Though located at Ft Campbell and attached to the 
1 01st Airborne, It dou not report to the divtoloo's command- 
er. Instead, It reports to the Joint Special Operations 
Command, created by the administration to oversee U.S. 
commando operations. Tha Joint Special Operations Com- 
mand, In turn, reports directly to the Joint Chiefs of Stiff. 

PENTAGON OFFICIALS said helicopter task force's 
missions Include ferrying into action the Delta Force, the 
Army’s elitt natl-terrorism unit. 

■ A second ml eeton to to Insert and extract individuals or 
sm a l l co m mando unite involved In qulck-strlks, clandestine 
attacks behind enemy lines. The 160th Task Force played 
thto role In the Grenada invasion, according to published 
remarks by Gen. Donald Keith, heed of the U.S. Army 
Materiel De velopment end Readiness Command. 

^ ;*■ 8My trained task fores pitots are specialists in flying 
at.tree top level to evade radar. Because virtually ail 
operations are conducted In darkness, the unit hu adopted 
the nickname "Night Stalkers" and the motto "Duth waits 
In the night" 

The unit’s "highly skilled volunteer aviators ... are 
probably the best helicopter pilots in ths world today." the 
House Armed Services Committee was told In September 
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“HE DIDN'T know who they won or why thoy wort 
going. Hii job wii to fly thorn to, put thorn down, bo non# six 
or oight hour*, then put in thi choppor again and take them 
back out.’* , 


by MaJ. Gon. William Mooro, doputy chief of staff of the 
Army for operation* and readiness. 

DESPITE THE 160tb Taak Force'* high fatality rate. It 
won the 1963 Outstanding Aviation Unit of the Year Award 
from the Army Aviation Association of America. In addition 
to fupportiatg Ranger commando units involved In the 
Grenada livathm. “they’ve done an awful lot that we can't 
talk about bare tonight." explained Gon. Keith, who 
prcuontiil thi twird. 

Military regulations generally have barred U.S. units and I 
advisers In Central America from combat and imminent ! 
combat. However, relatives said task force members were' 
permitted to fire If firm! on. 

Relatives quoted the men as saying they were trained to; 
use decoy flares to confound heat-seeking missiles. Black, 
Hawk pilots also were trained to fly loops with their; 
helicopters to evade and counterattack tailing enemy 
aircraft. -j 


The paaeeniers usually would be picked up In Honduras 
and dropped off In Nicaragua, Alvey said. Hla aon'a Chinook 
then would return to Honduras until It waa time to pick up 
passengers in Nicaragua. 

These were not training exercises, Alvey scid. “Don said 
ona time you oould tell damn well they had been In a fight 
because a lot of them were wounded." 

The elder Alvey said his son hed spoken of ferrying 
troops into Nicaragua from a ship offshore. Press reports in 
1984 indicated that the CIA was using a so-called mother 
ship olf Nicaragua'! Pacific coast. 

The mother ship was said to be home for small, fast, 
open-cockpit piranha boats equipped with machine guns. 
Six were provided to Honduras by the United States la 1962, 
according to Defense Department reconk. In recent years, 
such boats have become important naval craft la the region. 

IN 1612 and 1983, U4. Navy SEAL (See-AJr-Laad) 
commandos trained Salvadoran naval units to use piranha 
boats to stop guwuaaiag in the Gulf of POaaacn. That came 
to light In May 1663 when Salvadoran rebel# la San 
Salvador assassinated the director of the training, UA. Navy 
Lt. Cmdr. Albert Schaufeibargar, 32, while be was wafting 
to pick up his girlfriend. 

In September 1962, Daniel Ortega, co-ordhiator for 
Nicaragua's ruling revolutionary junta, said saboteurs 
“trained and sent by the CIA" bad used piranha boats to 
blow up underwater oil delivery pipelines and coastal oil 
storage tanks In the Pacific ports of Cariato and Puerto 


GILLIAN MAJOR, widow of Chief Warrant Office) 

Thomas Croaaan in, said ha never talked about hU mlaaiona 

However, aha dismissed the stories of clandestine opew 

tloo* as groundless boasting, | Sandtno. U.S. officials later acknowledged CtA direction of 

But the eider Alvey, a Kentucky cattleman and construct the raids, 
tlon worker, said ha bad discussed several Nicaragua! 

missions with his sou, Donald. I AT THE TIME of the raids, questions were raised about 

“Don flew a bunch of trips into Nicaragua before his how Honduran* bastd saboteurs, who claimed credit for the 
crash in March 1963, said hi* father. Most seemed to have missions, could reach Puerto Sandino, 80 miles south of their 
occurred early In 1963 or lata In 1882, the elder Alvey normal patrol zona, In piranha boats, 
recalled, “almost as though Don had a new assignment. , ^ _ 

“He was kind of vagus about the missions," ths fathsr Donald AIvsy may bav« known the answer. When he 

said. “He'd go somewhere and pick up a group of people tn fc crashed offshore of Norfofc, hie Chinook was carrying a 
i — armed troops, speaking Spanish -I 


clearing In the jungle - armed troope, (peeking spamsit 4 P*ranha boat In its underbelly tUng and practicing maneu- 
and take them to another clearing in the jungle eomswhsrt.wre involved In towering the boat and its pataettitrs Into 

tha water, said his father and two sourest at Ft. Campbell 
! familiar with tha accident. 
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Alim JeunJags's widow, Linda, an Army veteran wboce 
eight yean at service included helicopter mahitonanc^, 
ceiled the boat-hauling tactic “piggy-becUng." She eaU 
Night Stalker beBoopters often were need to advance the 
piranha boats quickly while conserving their fueL 

As far as fealty members were concerned, the arinrions 
of their toved ones were ton of danger and mystery. 

JENNINGS, now a bank bookkeeper In Key West, Fla., 
said members of the 160th Task Force “never said where 
they wen going and never talked about It with anyone In 
any place afterward. When they got together, they always 
seemed to make light of their worst fears. When they 
laughed, it want heartfelt laughter but, ‘Yeah, I know 
what you’re talking about,’ laughter.” 

“They nude light about being tost and not coming buck 
— and not knowing if what they were doing was right 
There was no question that they were going, but they’d {dee 
about having a gun behind the seat, just In case they got 
caught 

“Everybody took pet weapons with them — knives, 
machetes, something you conld strap to your leg beneath 
your pants, something that wouldn’t Med oil and wouldn't 
rust Buck kaivM ware real popular. Ooe guy always took a 
Colt .45 in Ida duffel bag. It was all very reaL There was no 
question that with this unit you could get killed.’’ 

Jennings said U was not like training she had seen during 
her Army career. 


“And his American Express card, he joked about that'' .. 

“I heard they were able to get bribe money feM 
somebody,” Jemtings recalled. 

Jemdifi and other tdativee of Night Stalker aaMiere 
oaM only dvUhn ctotUng wan warn an Central Amcrkd# 
mirfarr? * 

And, even in the United States. “Every tlam they got aft 
the helicopter, they had to get eff In cMRan dated,? 
recalled Matth iwMelly, af Teuci d to .CaCf^ brother afS^t 
Mart RtoOy, who was kttled, reportedly to a Chinook crash 
on July 10, 1M3. 


who are oat 


of the countries at war am te 
if captured. Mrrninuriia hove 


country. 

Normally, uaMa active la Central America would ha! 
cooauaadod by Gan. Pad Canaan, canmumdor hi chfcf » 
Army's Sonth — ^-r-itn* Tnrrf In rsuima Gaemhi 
has been “vary, my pad tiv a " toward te aaa ad apecM 
uaitaia Cent r a l Am erica , s a i d E ac h , theP e a t ag na ’adirecttf 
of Special Qparaltoae farces. '»• 

M has been the udmUetral lea’s Hew, Koch said, tbiff 
“Special Operations farces, p rop erty applied and to th£ 
proper places, can prevent the spiral that mutaady gets* 
you iavnlved in seam huger conflict” 


CHINOOK CO-PILOT AJvey’s father said his son carried ^^Innm^Jnn* 

a 9uun automatic and that a fellow crewman carried aa Uzi VMIf* 

submachine gun. The aoa also drew SMOO for bribe amnsy, □ The seriti the flifkt fadtoi 1 ' mkm 0*4, wdtk 

Ms father said, when he went on Central American mlastona. rttomf** their dtukj, nJ the few i e wte y kft \th m i: 
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Secrecy followed task force 
members to their graves 


Motto , ‘Death, wait s jn the dark? came true for some 


CkfRon ffet f/lty 


Second of two parts 
By ELLEN WARREN and FRANK GREVE 

r fM Prill Watlttofton Staff 


WASHINGTON — Nur the end, Army helicopter pilot 
Tom Crossan wu scared, starting to feel that he wouldn’t 
live forever after all. 


First, It was hla near miss. Then, it was watching one of 
the huge, lumbering choppers disintegrate In the Atlantic 
with five of Us buddies aboard. He had awakened to what s 
dangerous business he was In. 

] "I couldn’t believe that sane people do this," Crouan 
Wots in his last letter to his best friend, after a particularly 
hairy operation. 'T was sweating like a cartoon character?' 


Jlree_months later, Chief Warrant Officer Thomas 


million 


Crossan III, 38, wasjlead. 
machine he was 

near Traverse CltL, - — ... 

Left behind wen a father, a wife. an>*TOte. twokids, 
seven dogs, four c^a jwwtgs gsjm^rroodest wWte house 
that he’d Uved in for l7daFMWoo,000 life Insurance policy 
and the best friend, Bob Bartels, who cried after Crossan 


died. 

In 1983, Crossan ami 10 of his comrades died. 

Crossan was among the finest and- by aU accounts - 

th4 I- - lea tka sarMrirf t IBAMMlf fir 

the Aroy'i 


II Art Will U " 

daring helicopter Ulots in the world, a member of 
ty's sfite 180th Task Force, called the “Night 


' Stalkers." The story of Crossan, his comrades and their unit 
was pieced together from interviews with relatives, friends, 
military sources and records. 

Night helicopter flight is risky. Flying in icy waather and 
storms can be gut-wrenching. Flying as low as possible, 
with treetops brushing the belly of the nelicopter, or choppy 
seas blasting It with saltwater, severely tests pilots and their 
aircraft. 

The 160th Task Force routinely flew missions in dark* 
ness and in storms, using the night and bad weather for 
cover and surprise. 

One p ilot at the unit’s Ft. Campbell, Ky.. base compared 

it to driving down "strange streets In the dead of night as 
fast as you could go with no lights." 

It is not for everyone, perhaps not for anyone. One of the 
nation's top military helioopter safety experts, who exam* 
lned partial reports of the unit's four 1983 fatal accidents, 
calls the 10Oth's maintenance program "atrocious" and is 
highly critical of the high-pressure training. 

"Aces, daredevils, barnstormers, guys who flew by the 
seats of their pants, hot rodders, pilots who could pick It up, 
turn it around on a dime and put it back down with a flair. ' 

That’s what retired Army Col. Charlie Beckwith, then 
commander of the elite Delta Force, said he was looking for 
to transport his commandos. The 160th la best known for 

See TASK FORCE, Page 23A 
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TASK POtCl, torn tag* 1A 
i errying Into Briton oountar- terrorist 
i nlu, ludi m the Dtlta Force. 

The Radian administration's desire 
io expand Special Operations Force 
i nits — those beet suited (or eecret 
l iterventlon In revolutiooary etnigglee 
• - baa given the 160tb other Important 
tuke. aald congressional end IntelU- 
I ence community sources. 

One la testing new Army helicopter 
equipment and tactlce. Another, the 
sources Mid, I* the InMrtlon and ex* 
traction of Individual! and email com- 
mando unite behind enemy lines. 

i 1e * wanted to do lomething’ 

"Death waita In the dark,” la their 
n lotto; their emblem a hooded warrior 
v 1th etar burst eyee, riding a winged 
h >rse, Illuminated by a full moon. 

With clumsy, Imperfect night virion 
gogglee to pierce the darkness, they 
Idpk like moon men and came home — 
a ter up to dx wuake away — with 
, b owe red end furrowed from the 
hi avy getr etrapped to their facet. 

"Mark wanted to do something,” 
sa d Matthew Rlelly, whole brother, 
$ 1 1. Mark RlgUy, 30, reportedly died 
\ ar lund midnight on July 10, 1963, In 
QmCH47 Chinook helicopter' with Turn 
CroeNnand tear others. 

‘ “Hi Must want to bag grunt out 
ttelicoptar. He wasted to be on a »#• 
clot helicopter and do eometMng dif- 
ferent and if It waa Involved in eecrecy 
and war It’d be right up hia alley/’ 
recalled Matthew Rlelly, a paramedic 
in Ocaandde. Calif. 

Mark RJelly, oldest of five children, 
waa a surfer. “He was rowdy," bis 
brother Mid. He once was picked up by 
a Coast Guard cutter for surfing too 
close to President Richard Nixon's 
horns at San elements, Just north of 
Oceanside. 

The family figures that Mark Rial* 
ly'e death may havt klUad hia father. 
Walter Rlelly — a retired Marine — 
had been looking at photos of Ms oldest 
boy's accident the night before his bad 
heart gave out. 

The Army's secrecy about Mark's 
accident, in which his chopper was 
reported to be seven nautical miles off 
couras when it sheared the tops oft 
trees and exploded on South Fox Is- 
land, has his family wondering II the 
government Is hiding something. 


Secrecy throuded look force 

The 160th Task Force maintains 
such Mcrecy that: 

• A colonel dreued down his under* 
lings at the funeral borne during Mark 

' Riel ly's wake, accuaing them of divulg- 
ing too much Information, Rlelly’s 
family said. The family contenda it 
knows virtually nothing about tha 
crash. 

• One task force member’s widow, 
Brenda Jordan of Tampa, Pit., had to 
file a Freedom of Information Act 
request and pay $289 in copying fees to 
read the Army’s accident report and 
account of her husband's death. The 
father of a another dead task force 
filer, Capt. Robert Brtnnum, 26, had to 


file a similar request and pay $154.98 
for photographs of Ms son’s UHflO 
Black Hawk helicopter accident near 
the Ft Campbell airfield. 

•• The Albert Thompaone of Donnell* 
son, Iowa, had to submit In writing 
their questions about their eon. Rich* 
ard'e, fatal crash and wait from 24 
hours to several weeks for Army 
replies. Me). Larry Sloan, commander 
of Richard'a company and pilot In tha 
Black Hawk accident that killed him, 
dtrHntd to (Ufouu th# accMit with. 
Richard's parent!, citing eecrecy. 

• Amy officiate conftecatnd (dm 
from naws photofrapbare In Grenada 
and Barbadoe who took picturee of the 
unit's aircraft and personnel during Its 
Involvement In the U.S.-led Invasion of 
Grenada In October 1983. 

o Investigations of tha unit's crashes 
are kept secret even from personnel et 
the Army’s Aviation Safety Center at 
Ft. Rucker, Ala., claaringhouM for 
crash and safety Information. “I'm the 
chisf of the research and analysis divi- 
sion and I don't ms the ICOth’s accident 
reports becauM they’re classified,” 
Mid S lsiih Rjc kgtaon. 

Ta$k force fatality rate high 

In 1983, 16 members of the 400* to 
800-member 160th Task Fore# died, 
reportedly In four itperate non-com- 
bet accidents. A 17th died In the 
Invasion of Grenada while on a mission 
the Pentagon will not discuss. That is 
nearly half of ths 35 aviation fatalities 
suffered by the 780, 000-mem bar 
Army In 1983, according to figures 
released by ths Army Aviation Safety 
Center. 
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An Investigation by the Free Pren 
1 Washington Bureau of. 160th T«k 
Force feUl accidents suggests at least 
three reasons. 

First, the unlttralos realistically for 
dangerous missions, a hazardous prac- 
tice. The Army said, two accidents 
occurred while pilots wore night vi- 
sion goggles, which reduce depth per- 
ception and peripheral vision. It said, 
the other two accidents appear to have 
; occurred as Chinook pilots were train- 
i lng for a difficult maneuver: towing 
1 and lowering a commando patrol boat 
. Into water. 

After attempting the maneuver, 
which required precise, prolonged 
hovering just 25 yards above choppy 
seas, "I couldn’t believe that sane peo- . 
pie do this," Croesnn wrote his friend 
Bartels, 36, an ex-helicopter pilot who 
served with him In Vietnam. 

Second, malntentnce of the task 
force’s always-on-the>go helicopters 
apparently was shoddy. Arthur Chil- 
ders of Washington, a nationally recog- 
nized helicopter safety expert waa 
retained by the Free Pres# Washington 
Bureau to review unclassified portions 
of accident reports. He concluded, “If 
this Is onr elite force, they've got a lot 
of work to do and a long way to go." 

Pal lure to fasten a rotor bolt on one 
Black Hawk — and the failure of two 


superviaon to aottee the oversight - 
caused three death! «t Ft Campbell on 
a clear day on Aag. M, INS. 

Childers, an Army helicopter pilot 
in vStna? who tS&m frequently In 
aviation negligence oaaaa, called the 
160th Task Pprec’t nM d at e aen ce proce- 
dure la that cane, "the went Improper 
procedure I’ve ever teen ... Just abso- 
lutely atrocious ... the result of gross 
negligence on the pert of the mainte- 
nance team." 

“For the bast unit in the world to 
have this kind of maintenance Is abso- 
lutely absurd," CHlden said. 

The failure of a Chinook’s rotor 
bushing contributed to five deaths, 
according to Army records, and has led 
to a lawsuit by survivors against 
Boeing Vertol Co. of Philadelphia, 
makers of the aircraft ind drafters of 
its maintenance manual. 

This may have been part of the 
unit’s do-or-die style, Childers said, 
"but If that’s leadership, It’s the kind 
that leads them tc fly right Into the 
sides of mountains." 


fatality rate could be deadly audacity. 
It may have led Croaeenn crew to 
I attempt Its doge roes etoee-towater 
maneuver, though, according to the 
Army, an important navigational aid 
was not waning. And the crewman 
1 listed as navigator was, according to 
1 an Army report, tnaxpariaaced for that 
job. 

Similarly, Investigators of a re- 
; ported Black Hawk craah offshore of 
i Ft. Sherman, Panama, on Oct. 4, 1M3, 

1 found that thaandeted man aboard nee 

substitute crew chief for the difficult 
s night landing practice had only S5 
hours of experience. Accident Invest!- 
: gators recom m e n ded that a career aol- 
1 dler with a minimum of 500 hours of 
| expertises be aadpad to similar jobs. 

Childers said two accident Investi- 
gations — thoes involving fidelities at 
Ft. Campbell and offshore of Norfolk 
leave no questions. “I wouldn’t give 
you two cants for" the remaining two 
investigations, of entima in Mtahigwi 
and Panama, CNMma said, based on 
the records be aiw. 

The Panama email causes CbUdere 
the mom pro b l e m s , he says. In it. 
according to a partial accident report 
obtained by the nee Prees Washington 
Staff, a senior iastrecter pilot failed for 
.about 20. seconds to notice that his 
| Black Hawk was faOng seaward. Tbs 
j pilot ha waa training mw tha descant 
on Instruments but expec te d the in- 
structor to taka correct i ve action. A 
low-altitude alarm bad been turned off. 

The Black Hawk crashed into the 
Atlantic The instructor la misting and 
presumed dead. The crew chief 
drowned. Both lacked Ife vesta. 


The trainee, however, wore one 
' tod, when be surfaced, found an inflat- 
ed lifeboat with hit gear bag and night 
vision goggles cam inside It. The 
trainee was tha then-commander of the 
Black Hawk company, MaJ. Larry 
Sionn. 

Childers said ha saw Sloan’s story 
as improbable. Finding tha inflated raft 
with Mt bag waa "a one in a million 
chance," he said. To find the gear and 
the goggle cast, Childers said was "a 
billion to one shot’’ 

Asked whether the pile-up of coin- 
cidences suggested that the accident 
might have been faked, Childers quick- 
ly replied, “I’m not going to touch that 
. . I’ve never seen a made-up crash.” 

Among several of the 160th Task 
Force’s widows, that remains a suspi- 
cion: that their men really died in 
clandestine combat somewhere and the 
Army conspired to keep tha secret. The 
Free Press Washington Bureau found 
no evidence of this, though many ques- 
tions rem-'n 
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Amy toiit special Matt report 


WASHINGTON - A Pentagon 
•pofcesmen mM Sunday WwM 
U.8. mltttary foroee have not 
fought againat the Sandlniatas In 

Movafu*. 

'The aftomont came In response 
to a report from tha Fraa Praaa 
Waahlngton Bur aau that a U.8. 
Army helicopter unit had boon 
InvoNad In aaaiatlng pro- Ameri- 
can foroaa In Central America. 
Tha report waa baaed, In part, on 
Interviews with relatives of unit 
members. 


IT. COl. Robert Shields, a De- 
fense Department spokesman, 
read a prepared statement that 



''tnV^Segatlone which we have 
heard are totally false,'* Shields 
said. 


In a related development, the 


House Intelttgenoe oommKIew, 
•ccjondhg to staff source*, hm 
begun looking Into the adapt* 
tlona involving the idOtft Task 
Foroe, an allte volunteer HeNoaPr 
ter unit baeed at Ft. Campbacay y 

Om PATH** said Ms eon. »•'- 
member of the unit, had t e n ted !: 
Spantofv-speaking rsmhMatipbt! 1 
Into Nicaragua m 1M2 and 16M|$ 
A widow and a cousin said th ab& 
kin had spokan of task-force into-.,; 
•ions Into hostile Central Amort- 
can territory but had bean vague 
about the destinations. 

The Army has reported that eM _ 
three unit members died In had- ' 
oopter aeeklents in IMS unrafcu- , 
ed to clandestine missions. The. 
victims had told their rPaivai 
that the U.B. government- would 
Qfny Miff wmmwmnwni It -owf}* 
destine mleslons M they were,, 
kitted or downed while abroad. 

—Freek Gm« 


Secret task force’s 1983 accidents took IT lives 


Prtt PTfts WftNngton Stpff 

The Army’s 160th Task Force lost 17 
men in 1)163, reportedly in these five 
Incidents: 

e At 5:05 p.m. March 90. 23 mKss offshore 
of Norfolk, Vs., a bolt and bushing gave way 
in the forward rotor transmission of a GH47c 
Chinook hsNooptSf. Tha Chinook crashed 
Into ths Atlantic, killing the live orewmen on 
Impact. They wars the Inatruetor pilot. Chief 
Warrant Officer 3C Ralph Thompson, 36, of 
Placsrvllle, CaW.; ths pilot, Ohtof Warrant 
Officer 20 Donald Alvey, 28, of ClsrksvHto, 
Tsnn.; the flight engineer, Specialist 4C Jerry 
Wilder, 22, of FrsnkHri, Ohio; ths crew chief, 
Specialist 40 Clauds Dunn, 23, of Methls, 
Tex., and the crew chief, Pic. Gregory 
Elehner, 23, of Ogalalla, Neb. 

s Shortly after 11:40 p.m. July 10, near 
Traverse City, Mich., a low-flying, off-course 
Chinook headed Into whet was thought to be 


a mass of gray fog. It was South Fox Wand. 
KMed In the crash and fireball were the senior 
Instructor pilot. Chief Warrant Officer 4C 
Larry Jones. 34, of Redding. Calif.; the oo- 
pilot and trainee, Chief Warrant Officer 3C 
Thomas Croeean M, 36, of Fetts Church, Va.; 
the na v igator, Chief Warrant Officer 2C 
James Janeen. 23, of Newerk, Ohio; the fight 
engineer. Staff Set. Lub Sanches, 27. of 
Vega Aka, Puerto Moo; the crew chief. 8gt. 
Mark Co mw eS. 21, of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., and Sgt. Mark Rwty, 30, of Oota n sw s , 
Calf. 

# At 3:56 pm Aug. 26, at Ft. Campbett, Ky., 
loose pitch control bolts gave way on a UH00 
Black Hawk In tha midst of a maintenance 
check-out fight, causing the chopper's rotor 
Modes te bresk off. Thefusotogs fs* 1 00 feet 
and burned, kitting the pttet, Dept Robert 
. Sr annum, 26, of Knoxvie, Tsnn.; tho co- 
pilot, Chief Warrant Offosr 2C David Jordan, 
?T, of Jacksonville, FIs., and the mainte- 


nance technician. Chief Warrant Ohtoer 1C 
Alan Jennings, 30, of Holden, Le. 

e About 10:10 p.m. Oct. 4, four mNoa north 
of Ft. 8hermen, Panama, a plot trainee 
practicing nIght-vWon maneuvers and* Ns 
Instructor fatted to notice that their UH60 
Stock Hawk was losing attitude rapidly. It 
oraehod Into tho Atlantic, MHcms thomotrue- 
tor, Ohtof Warrant Ofttcar 3C WMMwW Tuttle, 
32, of Otorfcsvie, Tana, and the crow ohtof. 
i pectol tot 4C Mohord Thompson, 83, of 
Donnsfcoa Iowa. Tho tralnooond oompony 
commander, Maj. Larry Sloan. 37, of Ctorks- 
vUe. Tsnn., suffered minor Injuries. 

# About 5:30 s.m. Oct. 25, s mUs north of 
Point Salines airport In Granada, A UH60 
Stock Hawk on e otoaaMlsd mission oreshsd 
Into • low ridge. KMed by smelt-arms Are was 
Cept- Keith Luoee, 66, of Granite Otty, the 
plot. Injured were Me). Sloan, tha company 
commander, and the gunner, SpeMaNat 4C 
Lauren Richards, 26, of Ctorksvtot, Tana 
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